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U.S. DISTRICT COURT BIOGRAPHIES
CHIEF JUDGE

BENSON EVERETT LEGG, Chief Judge, U.S. District
Court for the District of Maryland, since January 6, 2003
(Judge, September 16, 1991 to January 6, 2003).

Member, Committee on Security, Space, and Facilities, Ju-
dicial Conference of the United States, 1994-. Born in Bal-
timore, Maryland, June 8, 1947. Attended Gilman School;
Princeton University, B.A. (English literature), magna cum
laude, 1970; University of Virginia School of Law, ].D.,
1973 (editorial board, Virginia Law Review, 1971-73: Or-
der of the Coif, law school honor socicty). Admitted to Mary-
land Bar, 1973. Law clerk to Judge Frank A. Kaufman,
U.S. District Court for District of Maryland, 1973-74.
Member, American Bar Association (business torts litigation
committee, litigation section, 1989); Maryland State Bar As-
sociation (chair, economics of litigation committee, 1981-
82); Baltimore City Bar Association (vice-chair, 1986-87, &~
chair, 1987-88, continuing legal education committee; exec-
utive council, 1987-88). Associate attorney, Venable, Bacetjer
and Howard, 1975-81 (partner, 1982-91). Board of Direc-
tors, Central Maryland Chapter, American Red Cross,
1979-88. Advisory Board, National Aquarium in Balti-
more, 1987-. Trustee, Baltimore Zoological Society, 1990-.
Executive Commiattee, Gilman School Alumni Association.
Member, Secondary Schools Committee, Princeton Universi-
ty. Member, Serjeants’ Inn. Faculty, Maryland Institute for
the Continuing Professional Education of Lawyers (MIC-
PEL); Trial Advocacy Institute, University of Virginia. Au-
thor, “Reliance Electric and 16 (b) Litigation: A Return to
the Objective Approach?”, 58 Virginia Law Review 907
(1972). Co-author, Maryland Appellate Practice, Rules and
Commentary with Forms (1988); Model Jury Instructions
for Business Tort Litigation (2nd edition, 1988). Office:
(410) 962-0723.

JUDGES

RICHARD D. BENNETT, Judge, U.S. District Court
for the District of Maryland, since May 1, 2003. Assistant
U.S. Attorney, 1976-80. U.S. Attorney for the District of
Maryland, 1991-93. Born in Baltimore, Maryland, August
12, 1947. University of Pennsylvania, B.A., 1969. Served in
U.S. Army Reserve, 1969-75; Maryland National Guard,
1983-97 (retired major). University of Maryland School of
Law, ].D., 1973 (staff; Maryland Law Review, 1972-73).
Admitted to Maryland Bar, 1973; District of Columbin Bar,
1981. Member, American Bar Association; Maryland State
Bar Association; District of Columbia Bar Association.
Board of Governors, Maryland Chapter, Federal Bar Associ-
ation. Permanent member, U.S. Judicial Conference of the
Fourth Circuit. Fellow, Maryland Bar Foundation. Asso-
ciate, Smith, Somerville, and Case, 1973-76. Partner, Marr
and Bennett, 1981-88. Partner, Weaver, Bendos, and
Bennett, 1989-91. Partner, Miles & Stockbridge, P.C., 1993-
2003. Special counsel, U.S. House of Representatives, 1997.
Chair, Maryland Republican Party, 1998-2000. Board of
Trustees, Severn School, Severna Park, 1993-2002. Board of
Trustees, Kennedy Krieger Institute, 2002-03. Board of Visi-
tors, University of Maryland School of Law. Volunteer, Our
Daily Bread, Baltimore. Outstanding Service Award,
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Maryland  State’s Artorneys’ Association. Distinguished
Alumnus Award, Severn School, 2003. Governor’s Award for
Victim Rights. Oftice: (410) 962-3190; e-mail: judge_
richard_bennett@mdd.uscourts.gov

CATHERINE C. BLAKE, Judge, U.S. District Court for
the District of Maryland, since August 14, 1995 (Adminis-
trative Judge, April 1999 to January 3, 2003). Assistant
U.S. Attorney, 1977-83, and First Assistant U.S. Attorney
1983-85, 1986-87, for District of Maryland. U.S. Attorney
(court-appointed) for District of Maryland, 1985-86. U.S.
Magistrate Judge for District of Maryland, 1987-95. Born
in Boston, Massachusetts, July 27, 1950. Radcliffe College,
B.A., magna cum laude, 1972; Harvard University Law
School, ].D., cum laude, 1975. Admitted to Massachusetts
Bar, 1975. Associate, Palmer & Dodge, Boston, 1975-77.
Admitted to Maryland Bar, 1977; District of Columbia Bar,
1979. Member, Federal and Maryland State Bar Associa-
tions; National Association of Women Judges. Member, Rule
Day Club; Wednesday Law Club; Lawyers Round Table.
Author, “Appellate Review of Criminal Sentencing in the
Federal Courts,” Kansas Law Review 279 (1976); “Rules
and Guidelines for the Management of Attorneys’ Fees,”
University of Baltimore Law Review 1 (1997). Office:
(410) 962-3220.

DEBORAH K. CHASANOW, Judge, U.S. District
Court for the District of Maryland, since October 20,
1993. Member, Committee on Building Public Trust and
Confidence in the Justice System, 1998-99. U.S. Magis-
trate Judge for District of Maryland, 1987-93. Assistant at-
torney general, 1975-79, and Chief, Criminal Appeals Di-
vision, 1979-87; Office of Attorney General. Consultant to
criminal and appellate rules subcommittees of Court of Ap-
peals Standing Committee on Rules of Practice and Proce-
dure. Member, Governor’s Advisory Board on Rape and
Sexual Offenses, 1982-84; Governor’s Task Force to Re-
view the Defense of Insanity, 1982-84. Born in Washing-
ton, DC, April 23, 1948. Douglass College, Rutgers Univer-
sity, B.A., 1970, Phi Beta Kappa; Stanford University School
of Law, ].D., 1974. Law clerk to Judge David L. Cahoon,
Montgomery County Circuit Court, 1974-75. Admitted to
Maryland Bar, 1974; District of Columbia Bar, 1975. Mem-
ber, Maryland State Bar Association (past member, commit-
tee on pattern jury instructions-criminal; council member,
2003-04, past chair, section on criminal law & practice; past
council member, section on litigation). Member, Prince
George’s County Bar Association; Women’s Bar Association
of Maryland. Private practice of law, Cole and Groner,
Washington, DC, Aug.-Dec. 1975. Past lecturer (constitu-
tional criminal procedure & evidence), University of Balti-
more School of Law, 1978-84, and University of Maryland
School of Law, 1987-93, 1998. Faculty member, American
Academy of Judicial Education; Maryland Institute for
Continuing Professional Education of Lawyers (MICPEL).
Member, Federal Magistrate Judges Association; District
Judges Association. National Association of Women Judges.
Member, Marlborough American Inn of Court (past presi-
dent); Wrangler’s Law Club. Rita C. Davidson Award,
Women’s Bar Association of Maryland, 2004. Office: (301)
344-0634.




